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The Making of Homo Financius: Conventions, Emotions and
Morality in Financial Education

Daniel Maman and Zeev Rosenhek

Abstract. The individualization, privatization and marketization of risk management
are defining features of current financialized capitalism. Under these conditions,
individuals are required to manage economic and social risks of various types through
their participation in the financial arena. This neoliberal project of responsibilization
implies the constitution of subjects exhibiting the competencies considered as
necessary to engage with financial products and services in what is defined as the
proper and efficient manner to assure their present and future welfare. Practices of
financial education serve as an important instrument for delineating and promoting
the constitutive cognitive, emotional and moral dispositions of the desired homo
financius. This article examines the ways in which financial education currently
conducted by state and non-state agencies in Israel define, explain and justify proper
financial conduct and the individuals’ characteristics underpinning them. We show
that these programs mobilize three basic discursive devices: conventions, emotions
and moral imperatives. Through these discursive devices, which connect individuals’
desired subjectivities to the individualization, privatization and marketization of risk
management, financial education contributes to the normalization of the ideational

and institutional logics of the financialization of everyday life.

Keywords: Financial education, financialization of everyday life, risks, conventions,

emotions, moralization

In Search of a Lost Masculinity:
Israeli Male Sex Tourists in Thailand

Guy Bruker and Amalia Sa’ar

Abstract. This paper documents the scene of Israeli male sex tourists in Pattaya,
Thailand, where they seek to rehabilitate a masculine domination they feel they
have lost because of women’s unduly power and excessive demands. Fieldwork
and interviews with sixty tourists in this hub of the global sex tourism industry

reveal a strong sense of inferiority regarding their appearance, economic situation,
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and sexual competence, and a strong resentment towards Israeli women, for having
allegedly impaired their capacity for manhood. The tourists, frustrated by cumulative
experiences of failure and constant criticism from women, seek temporary escape in
the sex vacation abroad, where they can cash in on the global economic disparities
that render it cheap and available. There, they try to realize fantasies of unchallenged
patriarchal masculinity through the performance of hyper-masculinity, domination,
violence, and women’s subordination. The analysis interprets these practices in light
of the tension between women’s increased power and men’s growing difficulties
in acting as main breadwinners, and of the conflicting expectations from men to
continue to show sexual and economic capacities, while demonstrating sensitivity

and gender egalitarianism.

Keywords: Masculinity, masculinities, sex tourism, Thailand, Israel, gender,

globalization, political economy

Practices of Spiritual Openness in New Age Judaism:
Class Distinction in a Post-Secular Age

Rachel Werczberger and Dana Kaplan

Abstract. This article explores New Age Judaism (NAJ) in Israel as a case study
demonstrating the reorganization of the religious field and the emergence of new
hybrid religious forms in a post-secular age. Whereas most studies on this issue
employ a perspective that emphasizes the political and/or ethnic dimensions of
such emerging religious forms, we propose a class perspective on the practices of
Jewish renewal and focuse on new patterns of distinction that are based on cultural
eclecticism and omnivorousness, as well as on the engagement in immersive spiritual
experiences — both of which produce a sense of personal authenticity. We show that
the participants articulate their activities in terms of practices of ‘spiritual openness’
performed through a) the selective appropriation of non-Jewish and Jewish spiritual
techniques, and b) the reconstruction the Jewish ritual, which provides the participants
with a sense of personal and collective belonging to the Jewish tradition. Combined,
the two practices delineate symbolic class boundaries between the NAJ participants

and those who are perceived as religiously parochial and passive.

Keywords: Spirituality, New Age Judaism, distinction, middle class, cultural

capital, New Age
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Israeli Sociology

Founded in 1998, Israeli Sociology is published in Hebrew twice a year. The journal
serves as a platform for local research that maintains a dialogue with sociological
scholarship around the world. The journal invites manuscripts from a variety of theoretical
and methodological approaches, in line with the heterogeneity of the discipline. The
journal also includes an extensive book-review section that offers a wide-range view
of the Israeli social science scene. Israeli Sociology was founded by the Department of
Sociology and Anthropology at Tel-Aviv University, and is supported by the Institute
for Social Research (established by the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at
Tel Aviv University).

Editor: Alexandra Kalev
Book Review Editor: Tom Pessah
Editorial Assistant: Dana Vaknin

Instructions for Authors:

» Israeli Sociology invites submissions of empirical manuscripts, from a variety of
methodologies and with distinct theoretical and empirical contributions to Israeli
sociology in particular and to sociology in general.

» Israeli Sociology will consider publishing only manuscripts that have not been
published and are not under review elsewhere, in Hebrew or in any other language.

* The journal uses anonymous peer review process.

e Submissions should not exceed 9,000 words in length, including footnotes and
bibliography and should include a 150-word abstract in Hebrew and English detailing
the research question, method, findings and contribution.

*  Manuscript will be submitted in a Word format, David font, size 12, double space.

*  Manuscripts should include a cover page with the title of the manuscript in Hebrew
and English, authors’ name in Hebrew and English, address, phone number, e-mail
address, and their academic or professional affiliation.

» Tables and graphs should be attached in the body of the manuscript where they
should appear, and in an editable format. Pictures that appear in the body of the
manuscript should also be attached in a separate image format.

* For manuscripts accepted for publication, it is the authors' responsibility to add
internal links to in-text references, and to write the bibliography according to the
APA rules, with full names of the authors of the sources.

*  The manuscript must be written in Hebrew. Manuscripts in English will only be
accepted in exceptional cases. If the manuscript is accepted for publication, the
authors must then submit a version in Hebrew.

* The manuscript should be submitted by email to: socis@tauex.tau.ac.il
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