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By the time slum children are age six or seven, they have usually
absorbed the basic values and attitudes of their subculture and are not
psychologically geared to take full advantage of the changing conditions
or increased opportunities that may occur in their lifetime. (Lewis,

1969, p. 188)
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...an oppositional culture that devalues work, schooling, and marriage
and that stresses attitudes and behaviors that are antithetical and often
hostile to success in the larger economy. (Massey & Denton, 1993, p. 8)
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