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Insurance Firms’ Involvement in Shaping Pension and
Long-Term Savings Reforms (1986-2004)

Hagai Dolev and Michal Koreh”

Insurance companies in Israel were once marginal players in the long-term savings
market, confined primarily to life insurance policies. However, a series of reforms
between 1986 and 2004 transformed these companies into the primary managers
of occupational pension plans for Israeli citizens. This paper explores a crucial
question: Were these insurance companies merely beneficiaries of these reforms,
or did they play an active role in bringing them about?

In the past, literature on the development of pension systems tended to ignore
the role of the financial sector in shaping pension arrangements. Pensions were
primarily viewed as a component of wages, shaped by power relations and
struggles between employees’ and employers’ associations. Recently, due to
the financialization of pensions and the consequent significant strengthening of
the financial sector, research interest in this field has increased. Two main types
of explanations address the strengthening of the financial sector in the pension
system.

First, a market-focused explanation views the financial sector as a policy
actor with the ability and desire to influence, attributing to it a central role in the
financialization of pensions. Conversely, a state-focused explanation attributes to
the state independent interests in the financialization of pensions, seeing it and its
agencies as the driving force in these processes. Common to both explanations is
the assumption that financialization is an inherent interest of the financial sector.

To date, research in Israel has primarily focused on the state’s role in the
financialization processes of the pension system. This study offers, for the first time,
an examination of these processes from the perspective of insurance companies.
It concentrates on their attitudes and actions, evaluating their role in initiating and
shaping three major reforms in the pension system: the financialization of long-
term savings, particularly the gradual transition from investment in government

bonds with guaranteed returns to investment in the capital market between 1986

*  Hagai Dolev, University of Haifa, school of social work
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and 2004; the opening of the pension fund sector to non-union private companies in
1995; and the nationalization of the trade unions’ pension funds in 2003, followed
by the privatization of the active funds, which were open to new members, to
insurance companies through a tender in 2004.

This research adopts a historical approach and relies on a wide range of
primary and secondary sources to analyze the motivations and actions of insurance
companies as policy actors. The study focuses on two umbrella organizations
representing insurance companies: The Insurance Companies Association, which
unites insurers in general insurance sectors, and the Life Insurance Companies
Association, which represents insurers operating in the life insurance field.
Information sources include protocols from Knesset committees, Supreme
Court rulings, internal correspondence of the Insurance Companies Association,
correspondence with elected officials and government officials, and materials
from journals published by insurance company organizations. To enrich the
research, in-depth interviews were conducted with key figures, including senior
representatives from the insurance companies’ umbrella organizations and senior
government officials from the Ministry of Finance.

The findings show that insurance companies acted as policy players in at least
two of the three reforms studied: the financialization policy of long-term savings
and the opening of the pension system to non-union-owned funds. Consistent
with market-focused explanations, when insurance companies perceived certain
policies as a threat or an opportunity, they acted in various arenas and through
various means to influence policies in directions that would benefit them. However,
the types of policies that insurance companies sought to block or promote differed
from expectations in the literature. Although both market-focused and state-
focused explanations assume that financial bodies will strive for financialization,
this study shows that such a preference should not be assumed in advance. The
insurance companies—the main beneficiaries of the financialization process—
opposed this process for a long period and only adapted to it once it became
established, subsequently acting to deepen it. Regarding their fight for the right
to open pension funds, the study finds that they were not only successful but also
the main factor that led to policy change in this area. No evidence was found of
insurance companies’ involvement in the nationalization and privatization policy
of the union pension funds.

The great variance in the involvement and influence of the insurance companies

across the cases studied, both in their actions (support, blocking, or non-involvement)
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and in the results of their activities (success or failure), suggests that the influence of
financial players is essentially an empirical question dependent on time and context.
Moreover, contrary to both market and state explanations that attribute pension
financialization to the interests or actions of one side, this study suggests that the
relationship between the state and the insurance sector is itself a central factor in
understanding how pension financialization is shaped and developed.

On a practical level, the findings highlight that when for-profit organizations
like insurance companies are involved in the pension field and influenced by
pension policy, they act as policy actors seeking to exert influence on policy to
advance their profits. Their representatives regularly appear in policy discussions
and maintain contacts with elected officials and senior officials on pension issues
relevant to their interests. Unlike savers, these companies have at their disposal
an array of professionals, including legal counsel and lobbyists. These gaps in
economic power and organizational resources are particularly worrying in a
market-based pension system, where government regulation directly affects not
only the welfare and economic security of savers but also the profit margins of the
financial bodies managing the pension plans. Directing public attention to these
gaps is crucial to ensure that the business interests of insurance companies do not

take precedence over those of the savers.

Keyword: pension reforms, financialization, insurance companies, policy actors
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Masculinity, Military and Society: The Silenced
History of Male Sexual Assaults in Israel

Nissim Avissar”

Male sexual assaults have occurred throughout human history, in different cultures.
Yet, this phenomenon has been silenced and the public and academic discourse
around it is relatively new. The bulk of the research and professional writings
on this matter dates from the 1990s and later. In Israel, professional research
and writing about male sexual assault victims remain rare but have appeared
sporadically in the past few years. Understanding the scope and characteristics of
this phenomenon, particularly the public attitude towards it, requires exploring the
broader context of its socio-cultural environment. The present article investigates
male sexual assaults throughout the changing Israeli context over the history of the
State of Israel — within the gender, military, and national circles.

The analysis will be based on three theoretical axes and will combine them:
gender, military-militaristic and collective-national. The first, the gender, refers to
perceptions of masculinity and the changes that took place in the period in question.
The second, the militaristic, focuses on the relations between the army and society
in Israel and the changes that have taken place in the place of the army in Israeli
society (and its internal composition). The third axis looks at the developments
that took place in the perception of the Jewish collective in Israel throughout
the years of the state. These are three ever-expanding co-centered circles that
encompass the issue of sexual vulnerability in men: in the central circle are issues
of gender and masculinity, surrounded by issues related to the military and in any
case force and violence, and beyond them trends of change in the characteristics of
Jewish society in Israel. I will argue that in each of these circles there is a dominant
process of challenging and disintegrating the traditional centralized structures,
alongside trends of political, religious, and cultural conservatism. These changes
provoke significant social and interpersonal tensions as well as actions that are
experienced as violence by the opposite party. At the same time, they create better
conditions for open discourse about sexual abuse in general and men in particular.

These three circles are inevitably fed and influenced by global processes.

* Dr. Nissim Avissar, Kibbutzim College of Education, Tel-Aviv, Israel
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A narrative, semi-systematic review has been conducted to examine how the
attitude towards the subject has changed and how research on it has developed.
A semi-systematic review is used to identify central themes or theoretical
perspectives in the examined field. This type of review is particularly appropriate
for the topic under discussion, which is scarcely discussed (academically and in
generally), yet significant developments have taken place over time. The review
is based on the analysis of three types of sources: 1) academic — which includes
a review of all articles and chapters dealing with sexual abuse of men in Israel 2)
journalists — relevant articles and reports 3) publications of the association of rape
crisis centers in Israel.

Based on this review, a historical analysis will be presented, over three distinct
periods. The review revealed three prominent examples of proactive actions
that promoted change, in different circles: 1) the state — changes in legislation
and in particular the law to prevent sexual harassment 2) the organization — the
establishment of assistance centers, including dedicated lines for men 3) the
public — the MeToo movement and the expansion of public discourse about sexual
harassment. The three channels complement each other. The first treats offenders
and seeks to promote severe and appropriate punishment that will convey a moral
message to the public. The second, treats victims (existing and potential), acts
to prevent future harm, and seeks to provide victims with circles of support and
assistance. This course of action will promote social recognition of victims, justice
as well as rehabilitation and recovery processes. The third, deals with the ecology
or the socio-cultural environment that allows the existence of assaults, their
silencing, and the blaming of the victims.

Finally, based on the conclusions, three major courses of action will be
proposed for prevention, to promote appropriate punishment of the assailants, and
acknowledge the victims. The three aforementioned circles also outline three future
channels of action to prevent and reduce sexual injuries in men. In each channel, it
is necessary to expand and deepen activities to promote change in relation to men
who are victims of sexual assault. A multi-professional coalition — comprising
therapeutic, legal, social and political — will enable a significant multiplication
of efforts. In the current context, the connection between the fight against sexual
abuse of women and men will benefit from the combination of forces (on the
gender level) which will emphasize that this is not a sectoral struggle defined by
gender, class, ethnic, political, or other divisions. It is a fight for the identity of

the Israeli society, for the boundaries it establishes regarding relationships and
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violence, and for the norms concerning care for the injured and condemnation of

perpetrators within it.

Keywords: Gender; Historical Review; Israeli Society; Masculinity; Militarism;

Sexual Assault
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The Manliest Man in Family Planning:
Vasectomy and Masculinity in Israel

Noga Friedman®

Vasectomy is a permanent contraceptive method for men, which can promote
gender equality in fertility work, according to most reproduction scholars. Despite
global efforts to increase its utilization it remains rare and relatively unknown
in many countries, including Israel. Despite, or perhaps due to, its marginality,
exploring the experience of undergoing vasectomy provides a window into
the ways in which Israeli men navigate the complex terrain of masculinity and
reproductive responsibility in a society characterized by strong pronatalist norms.

The paper situates vasectomy within the broader context of the gendered
division of responsibility for contraception, perceptions of masculinity, and
Israel’s pronatalist culture. It highlights the lack of medical technologies for
male contraceptives as the embodiment of the prevailing social expectation for
women to bear the primary responsibility for contraception. The paper discusses
traditional conceptions of hegemonic masculinity, which emphasize dominance,
autonomy, and detachment from feminine spheres, as well as newer notions of
inclusive masculinity and hybrid masculinity. The latter concepts suggest a
softening of traditional masculine norms and the incorporation of more egalitarian
practices, albeit without fundamentally challenging patriarchal power structures.
The paper also reviews the scholarship on reproduction in Israel, demonstrating
how the current body of research perpetuates the gendered societal conceptions of
reproductive work by primarily concentrating on women’s experiences, whereas
the involvement of men in this domain remains largely unexplored.

The study employed a constructivist qualitative methodology, conducting in-
depth semi-structured interviews with 15 Israeli Jewish men aged 38-51 who
had undergone vasectomy. Three of the participants were childless, and the rest
had fathered children and have finished their reproductive plan (between 2-6
children). Participants were recruited through online platforms and snowball
sampling, ensuring a diverse sample in terms of socioeconomic background

and family structure. The interviews were audio-recorded, transcribed verbatim,

* Noga Friedman, The Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of Ben Guryon,
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and thematically analyzed using a grounded theory approach, allowing for the
emergence of themes and concepts directly from the participants’ narratives.
Given the intimate and sensitive nature of the topic, special attention was paid to
the participants’ body language and the power dynamics within the interviews,
with the researcher committed to upholding the principles of feminist ethics, such
as respect, empathy, and non-judgmental listening. The study was approved by the
ethics committee of Ben Guryon University.

The key findings of the study reveal that the decision to undergo vasectomy
was accompanied by a significant shift from a passive and disengaged stance
regarding reproduction to active involvement in preventing pregnancy and
unplanned births, once they decided they have reached their desired family size.
Participants reported various motivations for choosing vasectomy, including
the desire to relieve their partner of the burden of contraception, dissatisfaction
with other contraceptive methods, and the wish to engage in worry-free sexual
intimacy. Participants also faced social criticism questioning their masculinity and
expressing concern about potential regret, particularly in light of scenarios such
as divorce or the loss of a child. In response, participants justified their choice
by drawing on values associated with traditional masculinity, such as rationality,
individuality, and autonomy, as well as notions of inclusive masculinity, such as
sensitivity and support for their partner.

The study also identified different discursive strategies employed by participants
regarding vasectomy, ranging from complete silence to activist discourse. Some
participants chose to keep their vasectomy private, viewing it as a personal matter,
while others selectively disclosed it to close friends and family. A minority of
participants actively engaged in public discourse, framing vasectomy as a political
act and seeking to raise awareness and challenge prevailing norms. The choice to
remain silent or openly discuss the procedure was influenced by the participant’s
perception of vasectomy as a private or political act, as well as their level of
comfort with potential social scrutiny and criticism.

The discussion highlights how the male body is also a disciplined site, subject
to monitoring and regulation by the pronatalist discourse in Israel. The social
criticism faced by participants reveals vasectomy as a subversive act that disrupts
the gendered social order and challenges assumptions about male fertility and
reproductive responsibility. However, the masculinity perceptions presented by
participants show that while taking responsibility for contraception challenges

the established order, it is often embedded in traditional dichotomous notions
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of hegemonic masculinity, such as the valorization of rationality over emotion
and individuality over relationality. This suggests the performance of hybrid
masculinities, where new practices are adopted without fundamentally altering
patriarchal power relations.

The study makes significant contributions to the understudied intersection
of masculinity and reproduction in Israel, revealing how pronatalist discourses
police the male body in unique gendered ways and contribute to the preservation
of gender inequality in contraceptive burden.

The study opens new avenues for research on men and reproduction in Israel,
underscoring the importance of examining men’s involvement in reproduction
with a dynamic, life-course perspective attentive to the shifting meanings and
practices of masculinity across different stages and contexts. The experiences of
the participants demonstrate how vasectomy, despite crossing traditional gender
lines, can be framed as an act that affirms masculinity, whether in accordance with

values of hegemonic or inclusive masculinity.

Keywords: vasectomy, masculinity, contraception, pronatalism, gender
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Between Center and Periphery:
Disparities in Patients’ Satisfaction with the
Implementation of the Patient’s Rights Law, 1996

Keren Semyonov-Tal"

Israel is legally obligated to the provision of high-quality healthcare services to
all residents. However, it is widely acknowledged that health resources in Israel
are not equally distributed and accessible to all individuals, particularly due to
disparities in health services between central and peripheral areas. This study aims
to assess differences in patients’ perceptions of the protection of medical rights
during hospitalization. It especially focuses on differences in satisfaction levels of
the provision of healthcare services between patients hospitalized in central areas
compared to those in the periphery of Israel. The research utilizes data obtained
from the Ministry of Health’s Patient Experience Survey in Inpatient Departments
in General Hospitals (2018) to identify subjective gaps in the perception of
maintaining medical rights in public hospitals in Israel.

Inrecent years, a growing number of studies have begun focusing on the patient’s
experience as a crucial aspect of evaluating healthcare systems worldwide. While
some studies emphasize the close relationship between satisfaction and the quality
of health services, others question whether satisfaction surveys accurately capture
care quality and whether satisfaction responses are truly correlated with patient
experience. Nevertheless, despite recognizing the limitations of self-reporting,
many consider the patient to be a highly reliable source of information about the
quality of care provided and received.

When focusing on protecting medical rights in hospitals, it is crucial to consider
the literature on legal consciousness. Legal-medical consciousness relates to the
understanding and awareness of patients and medical teams regarding legal and
medical rights and obligations. Research indicates that both healthcare professionals
and patients often do not have a full awareness of their legal and medical rights.
Additionally, studies in Israel and around the world have repeatedly shown that
residence in rural or peripheral areas limits access to resources in general and

access to hospitals and quality medical services in particular. Limited access to

* Keren Semyonov-Tal, The Department of Labor Studies, Tel Aviv University, Israel
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quality healthcare facilities leads, in turn, to an increase in health disparities and
in the provision of quality healthcare services between urban and rural residents.

Data for the analysis were obtained from the ‘Patient Experience Survey in
General Hospitals’ conducted by the Israeli Ministry of Health in 2018. The survey
includes 10,970 patients who were hospitalized in 25 general hospitals in Israel.
The patients provided information regarding their hospitalization experience,
including information regarding the provision of services and their level of
satisfaction with the services. A series of logit regression equations were estimated
to evaluate patients’ perceptions of the protection of medical rights deriving from
the Patient’s Rights Act. The analysis focuses on eight indicators of patient rights.
Statistical tests assessed satisfaction with adherence to or violation of the law’s
derivatives and differences in satisfaction levels between patients hospitalized in
central areas and those in the periphery.

The findings reveal that for most of the law’s derivatives, most patients
believe and, thus, contend that their medical rights were not protected during
hospitalization. Furthermore, patients hospitalized in centrally located hospitals
believe their medical rights are better preserved and better protected than those
hospitalized in the periphery. The study shows that disparities in the protection of
medical rights may be related to the legal awareness of the patients, which may
affected by differences in culture, patient satisfaction, legal consciousness, and the
differential allocation of economic resources (including manpower) across space
(i.e., between center and periphery in Israel).

The study underscores disparities in patient satisfaction regarding the
implementation of legal rights between public hospitals in central and peripheral
areas of Israel, with patients in hospitals located in the central regions expressing
higher levels of satisfaction with the provision of legal rights than patients
hospitalized in the periphery. However, the findings seem to indirectly address
two other issues: differences in patients’ expectations and differences in patients’
legal awareness. For instance, Jewish patients may expect a more comprehensive
provision of alternative medical options compared to Arab patients. Variations in
expectations may be closely linked to awareness of rights, but they could also stem
from differential levels of expectations regarding the enforcement of legal rights.
Moreover, patients’ perspectives and expectations may differ based on cultural,
religious, national, and gender identities. Another interesting finding from the data
is patient’s perception of discrimination. While most patients stated that there was

no direct discrimination against them, a high percentage did notice differences in
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the respectful attitude and gaps in the quality of care, and in allocation of resources
and time. Therefore, the research findings prompt us to consider the relationships
between three concepts: satisfaction, expectations, and legal awareness. The direct
question about discrimination may not be immediately obvious to patients, but
responses about satisfaction indicate inequality in the quality of care. This suggests
that expectations, legal awareness, and satisfaction are interconnected. Indeed,
in order to accurately gauge satisfaction with the provision of legal rights, it is
important to understand the factors that influence and shape legal consciousness.
The way people perceive the law and its enforcement can significantly impact
the ways patients utilize the law, are aware of the rights, and recognize situations
involving discrimination under the law. While this study does not directly
examine legal awareness, it does not rule out the possibility of a connection
between satisfaction with the enforcement of rights and awareness of such rights.
Therefore, I do hope that future studies will further explore whether and how legal

consciousness is linked to satisfaction with the provision of medical services.

Keywords: Patients right act; patient satisfaction; legal consciousness; health
disparities; spatial disparities
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Indie Festivals in Israel: Towards a Different
Understanding of the Cosmopolitan Space

Dalit Simchai and Uri Dorchin”

This article explores indie music festivals in Israel as a means to interpret the
spatial imagination embedded in contemporary cultural cosmopolitanism. The
organizers of these festivals are often hailed by the public discourse as “pioneers”
whose endeavors resonate deeply with the national ethos. Simultaneously,
however, the organizers are integral to a global social and professional network,
whose working routine blurs the apparent distinction between global and local
dimensions, turning it into a perceived cohesive whole. While many scholars
conceptualize the global-local nexus as an in-between compartment inhabited by
‘glocal” hybrids, we metaphorically depict it as a movement along the surface of
a Mobius strip, a movement that oscillates between exterior and interior realms,
diminishing the significance of border crossings. This perspective helps elucidate
the practitioners’ experiences and the novel spatial perceptions they engender.
By twisting and redefining concepts of interiority and exteriority, the festivals
accentuate the phenomenological aspects inherent in topology, transcending the
rigid geometric delineations dictated by scalar topography.

Derived from the independence it denotes, indie music has been associated
historically with alternatives to the record companies reigning in the global music
market. However, recent decades have seen dramatic changes in the field of
popular music as production and distribution have become increasingly accessible,
while listeners have changed their listening habits. In this context the line between
indie and non-indie, that were not distinct to begin with, has been further blurred,
musically and socially. Yet, indie remains an idea, a pattern of operation, and
an identity anchor for many across the world. Studies on different indie scenes
continue to look into issues of independence versus perceived artistic freedom, but
the focus has shifted to other issues, like state involvement in creative processes,
the association of indie people with the creative sector, and their activities in light

of the neoliberal economy.

*  Dr. Dalit Simchai, Department of Human Services and Department of Multidisciplinary
Studies, Tel-Hai Academic College

Dr. Uri Dorchin, Department of Behavioral Sciences, Netanya Academic College
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One focal point revolves around the question of the enduring sense of locality,
i.e. the constitution of unique local or national indie music, amidst the cosmopolitan
order. Writings on globalization and cosmopolitanism in Israel mostly explore
the change of values experienced by the local culture and the shift away from
a collectivist-national-ethnocentric ideology to a liberal, multicultural, and
individual-oriented approach. This writing echoes an analytic axis that constructs
a local-global binarism, captured by the mechanistic logic of the glocalization
paradigm. Alternatively, interpretation of the festivals allows us to think of the
local and global as entwined and mutually inclusive dimensions.

This paper draws on an ethnography of the music festivals Indnegev and Ya’arot
Menashe (Menashe Forest), as well as on the people overseeing their production.
As part of the research, we joined the festivals’ production process, which spanned
many months. We joined the producers and operation teams and tagged along
during the festivals themselves.

The people involved in the production of festivals are young individuals who
grew up during the 1990s and early 2000s. For them, the global aspects of Israeli
culture are a given. Their involvement in music production calls for frequent
boundary-crossing, based as it is on constant, partly virtual contact with partners
from across the globe. Inspired by the indie festivals they had attended abroad,
these young people initiated “their” own festivals in spaces that stretch right
outside their native kibbutz communities.

These places are significant for Zionist historiography as key locations for Jewish
settlement since the early 20" century. Festival organizers are the descendants of
the pioneering settlers and while they aware of the national significance of these
spaces they do not confine their project to this dimension. Growing up in these
locations the organizers have an intimate, almost native sense of affinity with
them. Yet, during the course of the festival they turn the ultra-local space into a
cosmopolitan non-place. Indeed, once a year, they erect a temporary fantastic city
from scratch; a teeming, colorful, creative space that offers festival goers the kind
of joyful music experience found in similar indie festivals around the world.

The self-reliant attitude characterizes the organizers suggest that they keep alive
the pioneering tradition started by their grandparents. In a way they do, but their
primary socialization is now neatly merges into a DIY ideal upheld by the global
indie culture. As far as the festival organizers concern, there is no contradiction or
tension between the different identity components of their space and of themselves.

Unlike festivals guided by a binary perception of space, i.e. those which celebrate
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national and/or international values, indie festivals routinely bind together — and
crosses through — special and stylistic categories.

This paper explores indie music, with a focus on the activity of local indie
entrepreneurs. This exploration points out the simultaneous celebration, validation
and internalization, and personification of aesthetic cosmopolitanism. Theoretically,
our ethnography paves way for a phenomenological understanding of space(s) as

an alternative to the conventional perception of discontinued spatial compartments.

Keywords: Cosmopolitanism, Indie, Space, Festivals, Globalisation
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An Ethnography of Rituals to Perform the Days of
Awe (Yamim Noraim) Rituals in a Reform Community

Elazar Ben-Lulu”

Contemporary religious communities re-define the boundaries of entering and
exiting them, deal with universal cultural events while simultaneously responding
to political local power relations, and also seek to provide changing identities
for their members, including recognition of gender diversity. In Israel, Reform
Judaism is a fertile ground for examining the interface between religiosity and
liberalism, given the fact that it is a non-Orthodox community that sanctifies
gender equality.

In this study, based on an ethnographic analysis of two rituals for Days of Awe
(Yamim Noraim) in an Israeli Reform Jewish community (the Tashlich and the Kol
Nidre prayer (“all vows”), I examine how the rituals are performed and interpreted
in the Reform community by women and LGBTQ people. 1 argue that, their
participation embodies a political choice to mark gender and sexual identities and
to construct feminist-queer politics in the public space. The presence of a lesbian
rabbi, creating new ritual prayers and gestures, produces a wide variety of gender,
religious and political interpretations in relation to Jewish ritual; those that challenge
hetero-normative norms and patterns. The Reform community, thus, emerges as an
agency of resistance against phenomena of social exclusion and discrimination not
only based on a liberal religious background, but on a gender-sexual background in
the religious arena in particular, and in the public sphere in general.

Religion in the postmodern era is undergoing significant upheavals and
changes. Contrary to predictions of its decline in social importance due to the
secularization thesis, religious communities continue to play a vital and active
role in the social order. The practices they propose have political, cultural,
and psychological effects. The classic model of the religious community has
undergone conceptual and structural transformations, leading to the emergence
of new religious and spiritual identities and communities in Israel. These new
entities often face bureaucratic oversight and control mechanisms. An example of
this is the Reform congregations, which position themselves as an alternative to

Orthodox communities by offering a variety of religious practices based on liberal

* Dr. Elazar Ben-Lulu, The Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Ariel University, Israel
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values to those not seeking a halachic Jewish practice or definition. This ideology
is characterized by a bottom-up approach, where the community’s policies and
religious practices are shaped by identifying and responding to the needs of its
members. This dynamic demonstrates the changing power relations between
the individual and the religious system, highlighting the community’s role as a
provider of social services.

Compared to the research on Orthodox Judaism and its various sectors,
sociological and anthropological studies on Reform Judaism are still scarce and
limited. In this article, I present an ethnographic analysis of two rituals marking the
High Holy Days: Tashlikh and the Kol Nidre prayer, within a Reform congregation
that I studied for three years. I argue that the way women and LGBTQ people perform
and interpret these rituals reflects polar experiences: both the hiding and suppression
of their identities, and their gender and sexual fulfillment and empowerment. The
space in which the ritual is performed, the inclusion of alternative texts (including
new prayers), the presence of a lesbian rabbi, and the composition of the participants
allow for a personal feminist and queer interpretation of the religious practice.
The Reform community emerges as a haven for the realization and reflection of
religious individualization, promoting individual freedom of choice and creativity
rather than cultivating a transcendent commitment or devotion to the sublime. The
interpretive freedom in performing the ritual reflects the worshiper’s sovereignty
over tradition, highlighting the desire to assert authority and validate participation
in customs based on personal life experiences.

Admittedly, sociological and anthropological research on the intersection of
religiosity, gender, and sexuality has been expanding in recent years. Even within
the Israeli-Jewish context, studies have shown interest in the intersection between
religiosity and LGBTQ. However, unlike previous studies that provide important
empirical information and outline the experiences of LGBTQ people within the
Orthodox world, my research specifically focuses on a non-Orthodox religious
community. Some may argue that this focus is unnecessary since Reform Judaism
is inherently liberal and inclusive, and therefore lacks elements of resistance and
struggle. However, this assumption is fundamentally incorrect: the acceptance
of LGBTQ people within the Reform movement has evolved over the years,
involving both inclusion and exclusion. The sociological and anthropological
discourse around this topic remains underexplored and deserves attention.

Therefore, the fieldwork, which included participant observations of rituals and

interviews with community members, demonstrates how participation in religious
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rituals and their performance can illuminate the ways in which women and
LGBTQ people integrate into religious practice in Israel. The Reform community,
as a liberal religious denomination, advocates for gender equality and provides
women and LGBTQ individuals with all the organizational, administrative, and
liturgical conditions necessary to create a safe prayer space.

The performance—in a space that is not a synagogue—neutralizes the
sacred space of any ontological meaning and turns the spotlight on the
participants themselves. It is the moment of occurrence that is sanctified, the
individual performing their religious work, rather than the space or its attributed
representations. This postmodern religious practice presents a Jewish liturgy
with gender as a central element. The prayer is proposed as an essential action
for achieving self- and communal recognition regarding non-heteronormative
gender or sexual identities and experiences. Although the Reform implementation
often encounters difficulties and internal contradictions in the tension between
preservation and renewal, this bipolar movement is not merely a postmodern
expression but an inherent part of the character of Jewish tradition itself. The
interpretation of the rituals is shaped by recognizing the locality of the Reform
community, which navigates relations of exclusion and inclusion. This community
exists within the Jewish sovereign space, which discriminates against Reform
Judaism, and within the Tel Aviv space, which allows for the inclusion of diverse
gender and sexual identities that also face discrimination, such as the LGBTQ
community.

While this micro-research is based on specific case studies and personal
narratives, it unveils a social trend surpassing mere “self-creation.” It suggests that
feminist and queer principles are integral to the social, cultural, and even marketing
infrastructure of Israeli Reform Judaism. This trend mirrors developments in
the Reform movement overseas but is nuanced by local complexities. In Israel,
these complexities are steeped in local constructions and characterized by power
dynamics that foster minority consciousness rather than majority consciousness.
For instance, the rarity of women blowing the shofar in Israel underscores the
Orthodox sanctification of Orthodoxy as the sole authority. This holds theoretical
significance for comparative studies exploring Israeli phenomena adopted and

assimilated within the region.

Keywords: LGBTQ, Ethnography, Reform Judaism, Jewish Holidays, Rituals,
Gender
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The Origins and the Global Context of the
Contemporary Israeli Crises

Oded Heilbronner”

The 21st century has witnessed a surge of geopolitical, economic, ecological,
and democratic crises. These crises have ushered in a new era of geopolitical
competition, destabilized the Middle East, fractured the European Union, and
exposed old political fault lines across the West. This has led to mass protests,
populist leaders, and movements worldwide, including in Israel.

This essay argues that the recent crises experienced by Israelis, particularly
the regime change and the Gaza War, cannot be understood solely within a local
context. They are instead part of a global response to broader instability. The
rise of populism in Israel, threats to Israeli democracy, and the Hamas attack on
October 7th are all integral aspects of a global phenomenon.

The author analyzes the global context of the Israeli case using five criteria:

1. Deep Changes in Capitalism: The shift from an economic-social structure
based on private capital accumulation to a more total organization of human
relations and the relationship with nature. This process is cyclical, with periods
of crisis alongside periods of stability and growth.

2. New Geopolitical Spaces: The emergence of a new global order replacing the
Cold War’s East-West division. This new order features a division between the
Global North (the West) and the Global South, with China playing a central
role in the latter. This division creates waves of immigration and refugee crises,
leading to social and political disorder in the West, including the Middle East.

3. Energy and Ecology: The economic and geopolitical competition between
old (oil) and new (green) energy sources impacts power relations between
geopolitical spaces. The West, led by the US and EU, develops environmentally
friendly energy sources, while China and Russia continue to produce and use
harmful energies, contributing to global tensions.

4. Populist Crisis: The rise of populism and challenges to the post-war liberal
and democratic order in the West, Israel, and some Global South countries.

* Oded Heilbronner, Shenkar College for Industry, Design and Art; Reichman University; The
Hebrew University
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5. Social Media and Networks: The rise of social media and digital networks
as public spheres and the evolving use of technology for information

dissemination.

Keywords: Israel; Globalism; New World Order; Crises
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Israeli Sociology

Founded in 1998, Israeli Sociology is published in Hebrew twice a year. The journal
serves as a platform for local research that maintains a dialogue with sociological
scholarship around the world. The journal invites manuscripts from a variety of
theoretical and methodological approaches, in line with the heterogeneity of the
discipline, as well as review essays and research notes, all subject to a peer review
process. The journal also includes an extensive book-review section that offers a wide-
range view of the Israeli social science scene. Israeli Sociology was founded by the
Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Tel-Aviv University and is supported
by the Institute for Social Research (established by the Department of Sociology and
Anthropology at Tel Aviv University), by the David Horowitz Institute for Social and
Economic Research and by the Israeli Sociological Society.

Editors: Adriana Kemp, Talia Shiff, Rami Kaplan

Book Review Editor: Ramez Eid

Future Book Review Editor: Yaniv Ron-El

Conversations About Books Editor: Yehouda Shenhav-Shahrabani
Editorial Assistant: Dana Shay

Instructions for Authors:

¢ [Israeli Sociology invites submissions of manuscripts, from a variety of
methodologies and with distinct theoretical and empirical contributions to Israeli
sociology in particular and to sociology in general.

e Israeli Sociology will consider publishing only manuscripts that have not been
published and are not under review elsewhere, in any language.

¢ The journal uses an anonymous peer review process.

* Manuscripts should include a cover page with the title of the manuscript in Hebrew
and English, authors’ name in Hebrew and English, address, phone number, e-mail
address, and their academic or professional affiliation.

* Submissions should not exceed 9,000 words in length, including footnotes and
bibliography and should include a 150-word abstract in Hebrew and English
detailing the research question, method, findings and contribution.

* Manuscripts will be submitted in Word, font David, size 12, double space.

* Tables and graphs should be attached in the body of the manuscript where they
should appear, and in an editable format. Pictures that appear in the body of the
manuscript should also be attached in a separate image format.

* For manuscripts accepted for publication, it is the authors’ responsibility to add
internal links to in-text references, and to write the bibliography according to the
APA rules, with full names of the authors of the sources.

* Manuscripts must be written in Hebrew. Manuscripts in English will only be
accepted in exceptional cases. If the manuscript is accepted for publication, the
authors must then submit a version in Hebrew.

* Manuscripts should be submitted by email to: socis@tauex.tau.ac.il
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